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RELIGIOUS DIRECTOR’S REPORT 2006 

 
Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakato. 
 
Introduction 
Thankfulness is expressed to the Exalted Creator for giving us the opportunity to serve. 
Insha-Allah (God-willing) the small effort we have undertaken will be accepted by Him. 
Hereinafter is our report for the year 2006 AD, coinciding with 1426 – 1427 AH.  The 
chance to serve is in itself a gift from the Almighty. 
 
IHS Centre 
During the year, activities at the IHS Centre increased significantly, as a result of the 
Husainiyyah being sold by the Islamic Shia Ithna-Asheri Jamaat of Kitchener-Waterloo.  
Previously, the Jamaat used IHS Centre during the 12 days of Muharram, Salaat-ul-Eid, 
and a limited number of functions during the year.  Presently, all functions, including the 
weekly Salaat-ul-Jumu’ah and Thursday night programs are held at IHS, until such time 
that the new Centre of the Jamaat is built.  As a result of this usage, the work load has 
also increased, since the Centre needs to be set up for the functions and then set again for 
the weekly Madresa. 
 
Attending to people coming in to see the IHS Centre, to purchase books from the Library, 
get forms filled out, request letters of reference for visits to Islamic countries, come to 
ask religious questions, seek advice on life issues or for counseling, continue to be an 
important part of the day to day schedule.  More on the counseling aspect will come later 
in this report. 
 
Sr. Shama Murtaza, our senior office staff member, continues to serve diligently at the 
office, ensuring that official receipts are issued promptly, telephone calls and queries are 
attended to, and coordinating meetings as required.  Sr. Layla Bigelli, the IHS’s longest 
serving volunteer, continues to clean the Centre efficiently and thoroughly, despite the 
numerous activities that now take place.  Sr. Fatima Hassanali made sure during the year 
that the Library was running smoothly, book orders were processed and shipped in a 
timely manner, and has maintained an entire inventory of library reading books, through 
a new library program suggested by Br. Yawar Abbas.  Shaikh Saleem Bhimji serves a 
few hours every week, assisting in the compilation of the Al-Haqq Newsletter, translating 
articles and letters for us between Farsi and English, and repairing any computer-related 
challenges.  Sr. Farhat Naqvi was with us at the beginning part of the year, but 
subsequently left to pursue other educational and full time employment opportunities.   
Towards the end of the year, Sr. Sabira Hudda re-joined the Office, to help with the 
increasing workload.  To all of them go a special thanks and prayers that Almighty Allah 
will reward them for their dedicated efforts. 
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In 2005, Canada Revenue Agency, the Canadian Government Ministry responsible for 
Charitable Organizations, informed us that they wished to audit our accounts.  Following 
the initial questions asked, and our lengthy responses during the year, in 2006 they still 
had a number of remaining matters outstanding.  A significant amount of time and effort 
was spent to ensure that all the documentation required by the Government was provided 
in a timely, efficient manner.  We are now awaiting their report on the audit.  Gratitude is 
expressed to Matthew of Thornsteinssons, a law firm specializing in tax matters, and the 
donors who helped us cover the cost of the lawyers. 
 
Branch Offices 
Vancouver, Edmonton, and London, England, are the cities in which volunteers of the 
IHS are serving with their time and efforts.  In Vancouver, Br. Mahmood Rashid and Sr. 
Tahera Rashid have been serving since 2003, but stepped down due to an increased 
personal work load.  Towards the end of the year, Sr. Shaista Ladak was approached to 
assist as head of the West Canada Office.  With the encouragement of husband Br. 
Mohamed Hussein Ladak, she agreed to serve.  Sr. Yasmin Jamal ensures that Muslims 
in Alberta are aware of IHS activities, and any new publications of the IHS reach all 
interested households.  Br. Murtaza Hudda in London helps look after IHS concerns in 
London and the surrounding area, making sure that religious funds are accounted for and 
disbursed as necessary.  The IHS Europe Office, under his Chairmanship serves as a link 
for us incase funds or other communication need to be attended to in various parts of the 
world.  Another important function of this office has been the mailing out of the Al-Haqq 
Newsletter to various parts of the world where we have subscribers.  From Canada, 
mailing costs of the Newsletter have skyrocketed, thus, making it much more economical 
to send the batch to England and have it sent off from there.  May Allah, ta’ala, grant all 
branch Office volunteers a special reward for their work. 
 
Al-Haqq Newsletter 
Three issues were released in the year, although the ideal would have been four.  Efforts 
are underway to ensure the Newsletter remains quarterly, and includes news articles, and 
information from a cross section of the community.  Subscription, and subsequently 
readership, has increased greatly over the past two years.  Two factors appear to be the 
cause of this increase; firstly, more and more people are realizing the value of Al-Haqq, 
with the informative contents that we include.   Instead of just reprinting articles of 
already translated work, much of the religious articles translation is done in house, 
primarily by Shaikh Saleem.  The diversity of articles makes reading each edition of the 
Newsletter interesting.  Secondly, the World Federation of KSI Muslim Communities has 
requested a couple of pages in each issue to publicize their work and they cover the cost 
of extra printing and additional postal expenses.  The efforts of Br. Muhammed Shariff, 
of Q-Print, and Shaikh Saleem in setting up the issues are truly appreciated. 
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Books For Needy Fund 
There are two parts that make up this division of the IHS.  One section is the distribution 
of books, and other Islamic literature to prisoners and those unable to afford the purchase 
of such books, but are still interested in the noble faith.  The last few years of this have 
been difficult due to the constantly changing regulations in the United States, where a 
majority of the books have gone in the past.  At times, it feels like the authorities in the 
US just don’t want Islamic religious material to reach the incarcerated, since numerous 
packages are returned.  Some of them state that the prisoner has been released, while 
most returned parcels will say that there is Arabic, or the content is not acceptable, or 
other illogical reasons.  As a result, in order to save costs that are constantly rising, we 
have had to reduce this project significantly.  The second part of this project provides 
religious literature to those interested in Islam, but, for some reason or another, are not 
able to pay.  These may include university or college students, political officials, or 
media personnel, all of whom are constantly in search of the Islamic position on a 
number of issues.   
 
New Publications 
A number of new publications were released in 2006, some on our own, and some in 
cooperation with the Islamic Education Board (IEB) of the World Federation of KSI 

Muslim Communities, Islamic Publishing House, Academy of Learning Islam, and private 
donors.  These included Heavenly Path, Dear Child, Tasbih Of Fatima Zahra (AS), 40 
Hadith On Imam Mahdi (AS), 180 Questions (Part 1 & 2) and Faith And Reason. 
Due to their popularity and demand, three titles had to be re-published.  Two of them are 
given out to non-Muslims to help them better understand the message of Islam and the 
school of Ahlul Bait(AS); One being Islam & Religious Pluralism, the second Jesus On 

Ethics.  The third book that was reprinted was A Mothers Prayer, following the 
purchase of exclusive rights by the IHS.  This book has been quite popular with many 
families and it is hoped and expected that the costs will be recovered within a few years, 
Insha-Allah. 
  
Husayni Madresa 
Sr. Sabira Hudda’s term ended during the summer of 2006, and she requested some time 
off, so the search was underway to find a replacement.  Br. Zulfiqar Meerza was 
requested to head the weekend school, imparting knowledge to more than 70 students 
who are registered, and he accepted the challenge.  Br. Zulfiqar appointed Br. Yawar 
Abbas to assist him as Vice Principal, and look after the day to day operations of the 
Madresa.  A number of changes have been implemented, and a constant effort to maintain 
the professional standard that is conducive to the spread of religious teachings is made.  
The entire syllabus was updated, taking almost three months.  This task was completed 
by Shaikh Saleem who put in countless hours reviewing each class, teacher and previous 
teachings, to finally come up with a custom made teaching guide.  The new syllabus is 
available online, on our web site, so that other religious weekend schools may benefit 
from the work and effort put in by the IHS. 
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Muslim Youth Association  
Br. Zaheer Abbas Karim moved to Dubai during the year, causing a lull in the activities 
of the Muslim Youth Association.  The amount of time and effort put in was realized 
when Br. Zaheer Abbas left.  Although he continues to provide input and guidance 
whenever called upon, the move has had an impact on MYA.  Br. Ali Asgher Ali was 
appointed to Chair the MYA and one of the first activities he planned was a weekend 
camp for boys during the New Year holiday.  Organized in cooperation with Shaikh 
Saleem, Br. Ali felt that we should try to ensure that our youths don’t get tempted to 
spend the holiday time away from family and community.  So the weekend was planned 
to be fun with movies, game playing and religious discussion, with all meals provided by 
the IHS.  The camp coincided with Eid, making it even more beneficial as the students 
also recited Salaat-ul-Eid together with the community.  I hope and pray that additional 
such camps will be held for our students.   
 
Mediation & Counseling 
An important, yet time consuming part of the IHS work, is counseling families and 
individuals having family challenges. Due to sensitive nature of this work, providing any 
sort of details would be violating the trust placed in the IHS and the undersigned.  
Needless to say, there is a great need for better understanding and communication in 
families.  Many difficulties can be, and have been, resolved with a little give and take 
from those involved, resulting in a more harmonious relationship for the entire family, 
and subsequently the entire community.  Some of the challenges may require that the 
family not stay together, difficult as it may be.  Each and every case is different, and each 
one needing its own special care and attention. 
 
Welfare 
The IHS Welfare section was looked after jointly by my father, Br. Sultan Hudda, and Sr. 
Layla Bigelli.  As in previous years, we try our best to help as many people as possible, 
but financial constraints prevent us from doing what we wish to do.  Families, or 
individuals, requesting help are often visited by one of the two, to ensure that there is a 
genuine need, and to respond promptly in the event of urgency.  In compliance with the 
audit by the Government, additional paperwork is now required for most welfare cases, 
as we must get more information than before.   The process includes getting an income 
and expenses statement prior to any approval of the case. 
 
The other part of our welfare division is to provide Halal meat on a regular basis to the 
Emergency Food Hamper program in the area.  Every month, halal chicken, stew and 
ground beef are provided to help families who use this service operated by the 
Mennonites.  At Eid time an additional amount is contributed by the IHS, with the 
support of Muslims in the area. 
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Cooperation With Other Shia Communities 
Over the past few years we have developed a cordial working relationship with other Shia 
organizations throughout North America and the rest of the world.  Within Canada, we 
have established a closer working bond with the North American Shia Ithna-Asheri Muslim 
Communities Organization (NASIMCO).  Whenever they have issues relating to the field of 
Tabligh, Dr. Shiraz Datoo, the Director of NASIMCO, will contact us and discuss the best 
ways of serving the faith of Ahlul Bait(AS).  Jafari Islamic Centre of Canada, based in 
Windsor; Canadian Husainiyya Association and Al-Kawthar Islamic Association, both of the 
Vancouver area, Madinatul Ilm,  Masumeen Islamic Centre, Jaffari Islamic Centre (Bayview), all 
of the Greater Toronto Area; Ahlul Bait (AS) Islamic Centre, which merged with Al-Mahdi Al-
Muntathar Islamic Union, in London; all have received direct or indirect assistance from the 
IHS.  At the international level, we have maintained a cooperative relationship with 
Comfort Aid International, based in Texas; Lady Fatima Charitable Trust, of England; World 
Ahlul Bait Islamic League, England; World Federation of KSI Muslim Communities, England;  
Tahrike Tarsile Qur’an, New York; Ansariyan Publications, Qum; Office of Ayatullah 
Seestani in Qum;  Iman Foundation, India;  WIHPAS in Tanzania; and the Bilal Muslim 
Mission throughout East Africa.  
 
The intention is to work together in serving the Exalted Lord, making each other 
stronger, and helping alleviate poverty, illiteracy and other difficulties for so many 
followers of the sublime faith. 
 
Interfaith 
One Thursday every month, members of various faith communities in the Waterloo 
Region gather around a table to meet with each other and discuss a topic that has been 
determined ahead of time.  This gathering gives us as Muslims a chance to meet with 
Christian, Jewish, Sikh, Hindu and even pagan members of society and share ideas with 
each other.  While the gathering represents a wide diversity of views, some of which may 
not agree with other views, it is still important for all to sit down together, which has 
been happening since October 2001.  The IHS is the only Muslim organization that has 
active, regular participation at the gathering. 
 
Passing Away 
During the year we lost two Mara’ja Taqleed, namely Hazrat Ayatullah al-Uzma Jawad 
Tabrizi and Hazrat Ayatullah al-Uzma Fadhil Lankarani.  Both were great scholars in the 
holy city of Qum, and have left behind a valuable legacy of teachings, of immense 
benefit to the student scholars in Qum and elsewhere.  We extend condolences to the 
Muslim world, and to Imam Asr (AS) on the demise of these scholars. 
 
In addition, two of our Cabinet Members lost their near family members.  My respected 
father, Br. Sultan Hudda, lost his brother Akhtarali Hudda at the beginning of June.  Just 
a day before that, on May 31, Sr. Sabira Hudda lost her beloved mother, Marhuma 
Kulsumbai Meghji Jaffer.  I pray that The Creator will grant patience (Sabr) to those who 
have lost loved ones.  Please recite Sura Fatiha for all who have left this world. 
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Appreciation 
A special thank you goes to my family members for their support during the fulfillment 
of my responsibilities, which often resulted in long days or working during weekends.  
For their patience, I can only pray that Almighty Allah reward Sabira, and the children 
Mehdiya, Muhammad Mukhtar, and Muhammad Minhal, fully and amply.  My parents 
have been a source of strength for me, especially with their prayers, for which I am 
greatly appreciative.   
 
On numerous occasions, I have requested the advice and assistance of learned scholars to 
help guide through the turbulent waters that IHS often endures.  Locally Shaikh Saleem 
and Shaikh Yusuf Daneshvar have been graciously helpful.  Outside of the area, I have 
counted upon Hujjatul Islam Sayyid Muhammad Rizvi, Hujjatul Islam Shaikh Sahlani, 
Hujjatul Islam Shaikh Muhammad Saeed Haidari, Hujjatul Islam Shaikh Ali Alemi, 
Hujjatul Islam Sayyid Moustafa Qazwini, Hujjatul Islam Shaikh Mumtaz Ali, Hujjatul 
Islam Sayyid Shahrestani, Ayatullah al-Uzma Shaikh Nasir Makarim Shirazi, and most 
importantly Ayatullah al-Uzma Shaikh Lutfullah Saafi Gulpaygani. 
 
IHS activities cannot be undertaken without the financial and moral support of our 
donors.  Such support is not limited to cash, but includes time and other contributions.  
Some gave the use of their properties and good, others gave stationery and/or items from 
their shops.  To all those who have given donations in any form, I extend a sincere thank 
you.  We are where we are because of them.  May the Exalted Lord reward them all 
greatly for their generosity, and increase His blessings upon them. 
 
Apology 
During the course of my service, if anybody has been hurt or offended by something that 
I have said, done, or even thought, I sincerely ask you to forgive me.  Never have I 
intentionally meant to hurt anyone in any way, but we are fallible humans at the end of 
the day, and make many mistakes. 
 
Closing Prayer 
I request you all to join in begging the Merciful Creator to accept our small efforts and 
overlook our many shortcomings, Insha-Allah. 
 
May Allah, subhanahu wa ta’ala, hasten the reappearance of our Awaited Imam (AS) to 
establish equality, truth, and justice throughout the world. 
 
 
Servant of Islam, 
 
Shafiq Hudda 
 
   


